
E-Rate Advantage
E Rate Consulting

Phone: 908 894 5213 Fax: 88S 527 S44g
Email: ben@erateadvantage.com

June7,2013

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 2A554

Subject: Appeal of USAC Funding Decision - Docket 02-6

Request for Review

Applicant: Harlem Village Academies Business Office
BEN 16043673
Application 844887
FRN 2294432
SPIN: 1430316 52 - MindSHlFT Technologies

iumnnaqr

Harlem Village Academies Business Office (HVA) filed their basic maintenance
application with a discount rate of 88o/o. On their block 4 worksheet they included
all of their locations. However, USAC set program demand for Priority ll funding
at 90%. Shortly after USAC set program demand at g0%, HVA submitted a RAL
letter to remove an entity from their Block 4. By removing this entity, this would
allow HVA to reach the 90o/o threshold and receive funding for their, Priority ll,
basic maintenance application.

During PIA review HVA consulted with their PIA reviewer about the best way to
remove this entity. Our reviewer indicated that we would be allowed to remove
the entity, ?s other applicants had been allowed to in the past, via the RAL
method. After consulting with her manager, she suggested the best way to
remove this entity would be to submit a RAL. Therefore, on Bl13l12 we
submitted a RAL letter, please find enclosed.

However, on 21512013, HVA received a denial letter for application 844887
because program demand would not allow for funding to the BBo/a threshold,
indicating that our removal of our entity was not allowed, please find enclosed.



_U_ S A C App_e al De rrsler

USAC denied HVA's appeal for the following reasons:o The change requested with the RAL was not implemented because the
requested corrections were not considered a correctable ministerial and
clerical error.

' FCC rules require that where dernand for funding exceed available
support, first priority be given to requests for telecommunications services
and internet access. FCC rules further require that requests for lnternal
Connections be given second priority and be funded only if funds remain
after support has been reserved for Telecommunications and lnternet
Access through all discount levels in a funding year. Consequently, where
demand for discounts for lnternal Connections exceeds available support,
FCC rules require that funding be awarded first to applicants eligible for a
90 percent discount level and then at each descending single discount
percentage until funds are depleted.

o Your appeal requests additional funds that were not included in the FCC
form 47 1 that you are appealing.

Ggnc_lUgtqn

HVA would argue the following:
o We believe in previous years, USAC has allowed applicants opportunities

to adjust block 4 worksheets for many reasons. Schools close, students
move buildings, buildings close, service is no longer going to specific
buildings. We argue that this is exactly what HVA is trying to do. HVA
would like to remove an entity from their block 4 worksheet. They would
also like to reduce their FRN amount to reflect the removal of the entity.
HVA shows no evidence of waste, fraud or abuse.o We believe by submitting our RAL correction we are becoming compliant
and reaching that g0% discount level where we would be afforded the
opportunity to receive Basic maintenance of lnternal Connections.o There is no funding increase. We argue that this adjustment would not
result in any increase to the application or FRN. On contrary, HVA would
be reducing the amount of their FRN, another allowable, pre-FCDL,
adjustment. By removing an entity from the application HVA would also
be reducing the amount of that FRN.

HVA is a community of schools serving over 1000 low-income students. HVA
counts on E-Rate support to help off set many of its maintenance costs. Denial
of these funds would inflict undue hardship on the schools. HVA, has not shown
any evidence of waste, fraud or abuse, misuse of funds or failure to adhere to



core program requirements. Therefore we ask that HVA's FRN be sent back to
USAC for further review.

Sincerely,

Ben Sniecinski
E-Rate Advantage
106 Lilac Drive
Annandale, NJ 08801
908 894 5213
B8B 527 5449
E mail: h*nffierat*mdvmntmg* **nr



Thursday, June 13 ,2013 12:04:37 PM Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: RAL Letter for BEN #I6043G73

Date: Monday, August 1,3,20L2 L2:L4:19 PM Eastern Daylight Time

From: Ben Sniecinski

To: L9735996526@myfax.com

To Whom it May Concern,

Attached please find a RAL letter. We would like to remove Entity L6046456, Harlem Village Academy High School,
from applicati on844887. This should increase this application from88%to9O%.

lf you have any additional questions please let me know.

Tha n ks

Ben

il;' it".,-i ir. ...... ./...i/1f -iai;-il..jt'l,:ii..i{:|ittt:i.irJ',tLt$s131;.^'#5{:,Jvt}.il*is|,tlfu*r3inQ{i#{}f"I.'g}:I.-H*.*i:f.ffd.g

Be n Sn iecinski
i.;.: '.i..'.'.:' ...... '......... .l'.r. .*1, 

'. 
^,1 2,,, 1.. .-r i*i r-..:... i: r: .i;:.i i. i.:..'. i"'ti..;j ',t +:.1 i I i..t:l t;jrt::

Phone: 908-89 4-5213
Fax: 888-5 27 -5449

\rs*:i*ltrtli*-L*-*---xl"r-1ffi
-i-r*\.\-ii*"{ii{*i**s}{sss$Jils*-tsffi
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Forn 47L 844887 RAt Funding Requests Report

THIS REPORT DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY DECISIONS CONCERNING YOUR REQUESTS

USE THIS REPORT TO LIST OR INDICATE CORRECTIONS YOU WISH TO I'IAKE TO

FOR DISCOUNTS.

YOUR FORM 4'7L .

Follow the gur$_anc
corrections . All correctj.ons including corre-ctions to new f ields

to nake allowa
are subj ect

1e
toreview for Program compriance and approv5r.

Corrections Submitted

Signature :

PrinLed Name:

Title: (

Item Data Entered on FCC Forn 47L Make Corrections Here

la. Name of Billed Entity
HARLEM VILLAGE ACADEMIES BUSINESS oFFIcE Corrections noL allowed

3 ' Billed Entity Number 150 43673 Corrections not iffowed5. contact Persont s Nane Ben sniecinski
6. Preferred node of contact Enail5c. Contact Phone 908 -894-5213
5d . Contact Fax 898 -SZ'I -5449
5e. Enail ben0erateadvantage. con
5f . Holiday/vacation/sunmercontact infornatio; - if provided

69. consultant l{ane BENJAITIIn SHIECIIISKI
Consultant Nunber 1G060620
consultant Enployer E-Rate Advantage

The Billed Entity name, address, phone and fax numbers cannot be changed via the RALcorrection process .

Email, Fax Number or Phone Number: B€'.6) qJ,^\Cc-.It, br.ae c, -,^, .

?frt - SZ7'i{\Q, 4(',c) -P"ttl -.< Z, <

47T RAL

vsP 100?oo7 16 -oo7 160304HOOOO

Page 3
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USAC 47I Application
2l29l12 8:36 AM

pplicant's Form ldentifier:

lock 4: Discount Calculation Worksheet Worksheet - 1423559
Page 1 of 1

pplication you indicated in Block 1, ltem 5.

l* Chect< here if this worksheet contains all eligible entities in the school district or library system

a Ltst entities and calculate drscount(s):
chool District or Library System Name:

(For Administrator's Use
School District or Library System Entity Number:

Errtity Number: 16043673

Contact Person: Ben Sniecinski ontact Phone Number:

Name of Elrgibte Entrty

Entrty Number AND
NCES Code (for

Schools) or FSCS Code
(for Libraries)

Total Number
of Students

Percent of
Students Eligible
for NSLP (Col. 5 /

Col 4)

Weighted Product
for Calculating

Shared Discount
(Coi 4xCol 7)

Entrty Number of School
District in which Library

tlet/Branch is

Discount cf
Member

Enttty

HARLEN/i VILLAGE

SCHOOL

ITARLEM VILLAGE
ACADEMY MIDDLE
SCHOOL

16020481 75.7680 2637 0

HARLEM VILLAGE
A.CADEMY
LEADERSHIP

1 6028534 81.724% 26100
HARLEM VILLAGE
TCADEN,4Y
ELEMEI,JTARY
CHARGER SCHOOL

1 606861 8 80 000% 1 1250

HARLEM VILLAGE
ACADEMY
LEADERSHiP
ELEMENTARY
CHARTER SCHOOL

1 606861 7 80 000%

HARLEM VILLAGE
A']ADEMIES BUSINESS
,,\asr-cvr r tvl

1 6043673

CHOOL DISTRICTS: (tncluding groups ot
ools within school districts ) Calculate the

otals of Columns 4 and 11. Divide the total of
olumn 1 1 by the total of Column 4. Enter the

esult in Column 15

IBRARY SYSTEMS: Catcutate the totat of
olumn 7 Divide this total by the number of
utlets/branches Enter the result in Column

CNSORTIA: Calculate the total of Column
14 Drvide this total by the number of member
ntities Enter the result in Column 15

9b Shared Services

Contact Person: Ben Sniecinski

Entity Number: 1 5043673 Applicant's Form ldentifier:
Contact Phone Number:

lBlock 5: Discount Funding Request(s)

I'l:ll":li:?::,Use one Bloci s pig_e tot rncH service (Funding Request Number) for which you are requesting 
I ert''u^ o' I

idrscounts Make as many copies of this page as needed, and number the completed pages to "t*1" tn],",t 
"v" i t* N z2g443z

i*l" gif rrg-eg *-9-g c-9ris.9l] y, 
-

i ' 
f ti this is a duplicate Funding Request (e g , of an FRN that is not yet approved, under appeal,,i etc ), check this box and enter the ongin-ql F-RN in thg 9p_q9g*p_q-oylded

lrttp'/,/www.slforms.universalservice.orglForm4TLExpert/PrintPreview.aspx?appl_id=844882&_prevpage-true&isDisplay:1su.
Page 3 of 8



Thursday, June 13,2013 12:04:59 PM Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: FW: RAL Letter for BEN #16043 G73

Date: Monday, August 13,2OI2 L2:I4:55 PM Eastern Daylight Time

From: Ben Sniecinski

To: Dasilva, Diana

Dia na,

Attached is what lsent to the RALfolks. Just in case you need it as well.

Thanks for allyour help.

Ben

i' -.-''t -.. .-. ^

Ben Sn iecinski
: :: :| ..' j. ..

i: * ii.,.i 1 
.u ;rr,{; vil y'ii;iji}t::

Phone: 908-89 4-521,3

Fax: BB8-527-5449

*:tl*-u,li *-i'.iktit-* u*.*i"*g*.t*"*:
-ii:i.r,::i-\i\i:ll.[s:*-{t$i.t-\:S-Ut$.R+SAffi

F ro m : B e nj a m i n S n i e c i n s k i .gqnffiffiA t g # Clfp,f *-+S.*, c*mt
Date: Monday, August L3, 2OL2 L2:L4 PM
To: ""$$Jss-$-$." " <lsH$sss$$"frsffi"nw-t*x.-e-*-rir>
Subject: RAL Letter for BEN #16043 673

To Whom it May Concern,

Attached please find a RAL letter. We would Iike to remove Entity L6046456, Harlem Village Academy High School,
from applicatio n 844887 . This should increase this application fro m 88% to 90%.

lf you have any additional questions please let me know.

Thanks

Ben

'i;:' ... .- i :r' .. r - : -, .,..',

Ben Sniecinski
: :: :: r.?. i. ..- tl ,, ti .i I{,,:l1rj: ,i.\tl'i i::ttf i:.i}r!,{':

Phone: 908-894-521.3
Fax: 888-527-5449

hs-*-r*vlgr*t**tiy: # * t:i*,s #-.ti* rs

sj:}.U\KS:t#j,S"fr $t:V;"*.$"$.S-RS--"ilS:-SI

Page 1 of 1
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Schools and Libraries Division

FUI{DING COMMITHENT DECISION LETTER
( Funding Year 20L2 : 07 / 0L /z\Lz - 06 /30 / 2013 )

February 5, 20L3

Ben Sniecinski
HARLEM VILLAGE ACADEMIES BUSINESS OFFICE
106 Lilac Drive
Annandale, NJ 08801

Re: Form 47L Apptication Nunber z 844887BiIIed En!+ty lumber (BEN) : tGO 49679BiIIed Entity FCC RN: '00L79?9503
Appricant's Form rdentif ier: lfone entered

Thank yqu. f or your Funding -Yg.ar zoLZ qpplicatj-on f or Universal Service Support and f orany assistance you provided Lhroughout byf review. Tha-cuirent staLus of^ Lfre funaing
fequeP!(l).in Lhg Form 47I appllc.aLion cited above and feitured in rhe Fundi;g d;ffiilrnenrReport(s) (Report) at Lhe enh-of Lhis letLer is as foII;;;.

The amount, $295 ,Z7G . B0 is ttDenied 
. tt

Please ref er to tlru Report fotlowing Lhis -Ielter fo5 _specif ic funding requestdecision,s, ?nd e{planations. The Unilersal Service Ad;ilislr"tite Company luJacy is also
?enging this infbrmation to -your sglv+ce-providerJp_) so pi.p"raLions [in'Uigirt foi- -

lmplemenL+ng your approvgd discount ( s) after -ygy 
-f. iie- rcE- f br* 4gG, R;;eipt'of ServiceConfirmation Forn. -1 guide that provides a abrinitj.onior-each lrne of Lh; nEpo;t--'is available in the ReFerence Arei of our websita.

NEXT STEPS

Work wiffr.your service.provider to determine if you will receive discounLed bills orrf You ytll request- reiinbursement f rom USAc af tel p.ii"g youraif f s in f ullReview fechnorogy pranning approval requirements
Review CIPA requirements- FiIe Form 486- Invoice USAC using !h".Form 474 (service provid"f )-gt For_m 47_Z (Filled Entityapplicant) - as pioducts and services are'being adfiverlA and billed

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION:

You have !4u oPlion of fil+lg-an appeal with the SLD or directly with the FederalCommunications Cornmission ( FeC) .

If X9y wish to. apppal a.dgcision in this letter to USAC, your appeal must be receivedby USAC or po?!$arked within 50 days of the date of this ieLter. Failure io meet thisrequlrement will result in auLonat-ic dismissal of your appeal . In your letiei of ifpeaf ,

1. fnclude the name, addres_s, Lelepholenurybgrt_fax number, and (lf available) enaj-Iaddress for the person who can rnosL readily'discuss thi; 
"pp";I-wiLh 

us.
2 . State outlig.ttt !h"! your letf er is an -?ppeal . f nclude Lhe f ollowing Lo identif y LhereLter and fhe decis-ion you are appearing:

Appellant name,
+pplicant name and service provider name r -rf differenL from appellant,
lppf icant BEN and Service Pi^ovider Identif ication Number l Sf iiV) ,Form 3,7L 4ppf icafion Nurnber 844887 as assigned by USAC,
"Funding. Cbirmilment Decision Letter for ruriaing !'eai--iOt1," ANDI The exacL text or the decision that you are apfealing-.

Schools and Libraries Division - Correspondence Unit
30 Lanidex Plaza West, PO Box 685, Parsippany, NJ 07a54-0685

Visit us online at: \tlt4/w,.usac.org/sl

1ww00100342 -00342020330000



3 ' Pleasq keep your letLer Lo the point, and provide documentation to support yourappear ' Be sure to keep a copy of y6ur entiie appearl ir.ruding any correspondenceand documentati.on.

4 
iltfii:tblli':!*lr,?.{$l:?:i"?i!Y'"*:.iriogrf:,{:iile"g:;$1":"olli,i:tl ;f"aseprovide a copy of your appear to the appricln'tf sl aff;;rea-uyl]seEt;";;;isio,.

5 . Provide an authorLzed signature on your lefter of appeal.
To submi! Jo,rr. appea-l to usAC by ell?il , erylir your appear toappeals@sl . universalservice . or-g. USAC'wrlI Jutom"ti?!1fy iepfy to incoming enailsto confirm receipl.
To submit your appeal to USAC by fax, fax your appeal to (973) 599-GS4Z.
To submit your appeal Lo USAC on paper, send your appeal to :

LeLLer of Appea1
Schools and- Libraries Division - Correspondence Unit30 Lanidex Plaza West
P0 Box 585
Parsippany, NJ 07054-0695

I{ you. w+s} Lo^lPPeaI ?- decision in this letter to Lhe FCC, you should refer tocc Docket No. 02-6 on the f irst p?ge- of )tgur-ipp""r Lo irti'Ftc. your appear nustbe received by. Lltu Fcc or postmark6A within 50^-A;t; of the date of this letLer .Failure to meet this fg.quirement will resuft in ailLomatic disrnissal-;f -Vo[i1pp"al 
.We strongJy rec-onmend ttiat you yse the electronic fililglptioni delcribed in the"APp?fll-Pfocedure" pgslea in the-neierence Area of ouiiebsiLe. rf you aresubmitting your.?Ppg?I. v1a United States Postal seivi;;,"JenA fo, -Fcc, off ice ofthe Secretary, 445- LZLb Street SW, Washingtop, Dg 20554.

OBLIGATION TO PAY NON-DISCOUNT PORTION

ApplicanLs are requi-red to paY the non-discounlporLion of Lhe cosL of the productsand /ar services to their se-rvice prgvid"f (s) . l^i;viag biovtders iie required Lobrrl "pplicants for the non-discounL potlio". The Fcc ;Uted friat-ieeuiringapplicants to pay their share ensurei ef f iSi""^"J-Jna acco,rntaUility in the program.rf USAC r-s Ful.ttfbilled via the Fcc Form 4i1, itie-sJrvt;; ftovider rnust bilt the
?PPlic.ant at the same time it bills UsAc. If usec-is neinU billed via the FcC Forn472, Lhe applicant pqyl. the service piovider in furr-(![;'Torr-drscount plusdiscounL F9t_tio5r) aha-then seeks reiinuuriement from uSeC: if yo" #" using atrade-in.as part'of your non-diicount pofai;n; prels" refer to our *luliitort, moreinformation.

NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS AVAILABILITY

ePplicants' receipf of funding commiLments is contingent on their compliance with aIIslatutory, regu.IatorY , a+d pfi"edural regyirements of the-Schools and-Lib;trrel-ir;Fam.APPlicant's wh5 have receive'd runainglomrilitments conti;uA t;-il r"blecf to audits andoLher reviews that USAC and/o.r lhu rtcc _m?y undeitake peiioai;lfy t; assure that fundsthaL have been conmitted arb being used in accordancei with aff -Jticfi-requir"ments. 
USACmay be- requif.e.d to reduce or cancel funding commiLments that were noL iJsueA inaccordance with suc.!_SgquLrement_s , wheLher-due to action oi inaction, ilaf uArng buL notlimited to that uV tllAc;.!h"-ap_plic-ant, or the iervi;; proviaii. usec, ana|4,erapPTopriate authorities ( lncluding bgt not lirnited to the FCCj, *"V pursue enf orcenentactions and other means of recourie to colJ,e,ct lJnprop.!-it 4ii6urii'a hunos . -rfte timingof paymenL of invoices maY-also be af f ected by_ tha-avaif iUif rty of ?"nds based on theamount of funds collectedfrom-contributirrg r6f uCommunj.cationscompanies: -

Schools and Libraries Division
universal service Adrninistrative company

FCDL/Schools and
)2H8WW00100342

Libraries Divis ion/USAC

00009
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORTBiIlCd ENTiTY NAMC: HARLEM VILTAGE ACADEMIES EUSINESS OFFICE
BEN: 16043673
Funding Year: 20Iz

cornmenL on RAL corrections : The R{L Sggygtt for Fcc Form 47L g44gg7 , to remove HARLEMVILLAGE ACADEMY HrcH SCHooL enriry* L60464t6,-iiJ"
cancered in consurtation with the-appricant.

Form 47L Application Number: g44gg7
Funding Request Nunber: ZZ7443Z
Funding StaLus: Not Funded
9"teg9fy of Servic€: Basic Maintenance of fnternal ConnectionsForm 470 Application Number: 790930000 g4g55g
SPIN: L13031 652
Service Provider Name : mindsHrFT TechnologiesContracl Number: HVA

Pill+.g Account Number: N/A
Urltiple Billing AccounL irlurnbers : Nservice Start Date: 07 /0L/20L2Service End DaLe: N/A '

ConLract Award Date': 0 Z /07 /ZOLTconlract Expiration Dat'e : 6a t30 /2013
Shared Workbheet Number z 1423659
Number of Months Recurring !erv1_c9 Provided in Funding year : IZAnnual Pre-discount Amounf for EIigiFl" necuii*g Cfilfglil-;za7 ,360 .00Annual Pre-discount Amount f or E1ifrrble t'lon-recurr*g i1|figl" , $ .00Pre-discounL Amount: $ZA7 ,960 . 00
Discount Percentage Approved by the usAc z gg?"

It.{+ng Cornmitment Debisiont $0,00 Srvc/Di;cnt will NoT be fundedFunding Commitment Decision exPl?nation: Given rroqram dimind, Lhe funding cap willngt provide for Internal Connettioqs ald/or Basic Maintlnince of Internal Connections
.aL your approved discount level to be fuhded. Please seehttp | / / www. unj,versalservice .org/sIf or furLher deiails .

FCDL Date: 02/05/20L3
Wave Nurnber: 029
LasL Allowable Date for o"ltygly--lnd Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09 /30/20L3consurtanL Name : BENJAMTN sNrEciNSKr
ConsulLanl Nurnber ( CRN) : 16060GT0
consurLanL Ernployei : EjRate Advantage

FCDL/Schools and

jwwO0100342 -003420303T0000

Libraries Divis ion/USAC

00009
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